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International Peace Scholars at UCT to Celebrate Archbishop Tutu’s Life and to Mark the 10th Anniversary of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission.

From 22 – 26 November an unprecedented summit of global peacemakers and scholars on reconciliation will take place at the University of Cape Town (UCT). Delegates from leading academic and international non-profit organisations from more than 20 countries will gather to share their research and experience in solving violent global conflicts. These international experts are drawn to South Africa’s example of avoiding bloodshed through peaceful negotiation and implementing the Truth and Reconciliation model.

The event at UCT is a celebration of Archbishop Desmond Tutu’s life of merciful justice, and marks the 10th Anniversary of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission. Archbishop Tutu is a remarkable ambassador for peace. His extraordinary spirit of reconciliation continues to have impact around the world. The South African public and international delegates will have a chance to witness Archbishop Tutu in dialogue with mothers whose stories represent some of the painful traumas that are a haunting reminder of the “unfinished business” of our past. On Thursday evening November 23rd Maria Ntuli and Lizzie Sefolo, two of the Mothers of the Mamelodi 10, and Anne-Marie McGregor, whose son was killed while on duty as a soldier of the former SADF in the “border” wars of Namibia, will share their stories of loss at a public event on Journeys through Trauma after the TRC in South Africa. Archbishop Tutu will be joined by Dr. Mamphela Ramphele in the public dialogue event. 

The gathering of South African and international delegates to reflect on the work of the TRC in South Africa and its global impact is testimony to the significance of what we achieved as South Africans, and why South Africa continues to be a beacon of hope in a world that has become dominated by the politics of revenge. 

Pumla Gobodo–Madikizela, who is leading the organisation of the celebration of Archbishop Tutu’s life at UCT under the theme: “Memory, Narrative & Forgiveness: Reflecting on South Africa’s Truth and Reconciliation Commission” says the following about the event:

“Choosing to respond to violence by engaging one’s enemy in dialogue is a risk, but as Archbishop Tutu has shown by example of his own life and through his teaching around the world, it is one worth taking. We are all fortunate, as citizens of the world, but especially as South Africans, that we can still enjoy the guidance and moral leadership of Archbishop Desmond Tutu. Revenge – making one’s enemies suffer – creates endless cycles of hatred that are passed on into one generation after another. Our experience of the TRC in South Africa has shown that if the right conditions are created, one can have dialogue with one’s former enemies. That is the gift that South Africa can share with the world. The delegates from more than 20 countries who will be at UCT on the 10th Anniversary of the TRC are drawn to South Africa’s message of peace and reconciliation.  It is time that we adopt this message of hope as a theme to convey to the world as we prepare for the Soccer World Cup coming to South Africa in 2010.”

The event takes place on in Kramer Building, Middle Campus, UCT, with the Public Dialogue event in Lecture Theatre One on Thursday 23rd November. Bookings are not necessary and the audience is to be seated by 16h30. For more information and conference registration please visit www.trc10.co.za. 
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Information for the press including accreditation and interviews with speakers, please visit www.trc10.co.za or contact Jenni Kruger on 083 383 8080 or e-mail jenni.trc10@gmail.com. 
